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1822 Carl G. Feistel (1) was born in Prussia [2]. Carl is the name given on his tombstone [3], while most other sources mention him as Charles.

1837 Anna NN (2), later wife of Carl (1), was born in Prussia [2]. On her grave, the name is reported to be Ernestine W. [3]

20 May 1856 Anna Rosa Feistel (3) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

25 Jan 1859 William C. Feistel (4) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

30 Jan 1862 Emma L. Feistel (5) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

25 Sep 1864 Charles A. Feistel (6) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

15 Apr 1867 Susanna A. Feistel (7) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

20 Nov 1869 Robert J. Feistel (8) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

May 1870 Pennsylania Census, Plum Twp, Allegheny Co [5] reports farmer Charles and housekeeper Anna with 6 children, personal estate 800, and farm laborer Bushner, Gotleib, age 46, born in Prussia.

22 Feb 1873 a stillborn son was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) [4]

17 Jul 1874 Edith M. Feistel (9) was born to Carl (1) and Anna (2) in Pennsylvania [4,5].

1875 Charles A. Feistel (), aged 11, died. He was buried at the GERMAN LUTHERAN CEMETERY, Penn Hills, Pennsylvania [1]

10 Mar 1877 William Cruikshanks Sr. (12), died. He is buried at the HEBRON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY Pittsburgh, PA  [12]

1878 or 79 William Cruikshank (10), son of William Sr. (12), moved from Pittsburgh to Verona, PA

4 Jun 1879 Anna Rosa Feistel (3), residence at Johnstown Station, PA, married William Cruikshank (10), Grocer, residence at Verona, Allegheny Co, PA, at the German United Evangelical, Rev. C. Weil, at 110 Washington Street 7 Ward, Pittsburgh, PA [6]. 

William was a native of Ireland, came to the US at the age of 5, settled in Pittsburgh, and resided there until 1878/79, when he removed to Verona. There he opened a grocery store, which he conducted for about 10 years. He was engaged in the undertaking business for nearly 25 years. Since his residence in Verona he had taken an active interest in borough affairs and served in the borough council. He was justice of the peace for about 10 years. He died 27 Dec 1911 at the age of 70 [8] and is buried at the HEBRON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY Pittsburgh, PA  [12]

William brought a son into the marriage, William L. Cruikshank Jr. (11), at the age of 11. William Jr. died 1943 and is buried at the HEBRON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY Pittsburgh, PA  [12]

Williams father, William Cruikshanks Sr. (12), had died on 10 Mar 1877, 2 years before the marriage [9]. 

In 1906, the City of Pittsburgh annexed Allegheny City, and many streets with duplicate names became renamed. Washington Street in the old 7th Ward was renamed Epiphany Street in the new 3rd Ward [10].

The Marriage License lists William’s residence as Verona, some 10 miles amd a day’s carriage journey from the City of Pittsburgh. It is possible that William and Anna knew that she was pregnant and wanted a very quit wedding, possibly to conceal the true date of the marriage from family and friends [Nancy McAdams].

28 Dec 1879 Annie M. Cruikshanks (13) was born to Anna Rosa (3) and William Cruikshank (10) [5].

May 1880 Pennsylvania Census Verona Borough, Allegheny Co [7] lists the Cruikshank family as

Cruikshank, William (10), age 38, , Grocer, born Ireland

Cruikshank, Rosie A. (3), age 24, Wife, Keeping House, born Pa

Cruikshank, William L.(12), age 12, Son, At School, born Pa

Cruikshank, Annie (13), age 5 months, Daughter, born Pa

Trafford, Lizzie, age 17, Servant, Domestic Servant, born Pa, parents born in Germany

8 Oct 1881 Emma F. Cruikshank (14) was born to Anna Rosa (3) and William Cruikshank (10) [4]

13 Oct 1883 Selma Cruikshank (15) was born to Anna Rosa (3) and William Cruikshank (10) [4]

5 April 1884 Anna Rosa Cruikshank (3), aged 28, died at Verona Station, Allegheny Valley railroad [11]. She was buried at the HEBRON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY Pittsburgh, PA  [12]

30 May 1884 William C. Feistel aged 25, died [4]. He was buried at the GERMAN LUTHERAN CEMETERY, Penn Hills, Pennsylvania [1]

7 Mar 1885 Emma F. Cruikshank (14), aged 3, died.

1885 The Feistel family with the children Emma, Susan, Robert and Edith moved via Canada to Pleasant View, Grand Forks Co, North Dakota [13,14]. 

1889 Emma L. Feistel (5) married John Everett Myra (16) at Emerado, ND [13]. John Myra was born on 13 Jun 1857 in Wisconsin to Norwegian parents [13, 17]. He came to Grand Forks County and settled in Emerado in the 1880s. When he died in 1939, he was a wealthy man without hiers to his estate. He created the Myra Foundation that administers the land to this day, renting it to local
farmers.  The proceeds from this farm income are used for charitable and nonprofit organizations in Grand Forks County.  The Myra Foundation funded the construction of the Myra Museum and Myra Carriage House, as well as a beautiful gazebo [Leah Byzewski, Grand Forks County Historical Society].

1889/90 Grand Forks, North Dakota Directories, list Susie Feistel (7) as domestic, 206 N 4th Grand Forks ND.
3 Apr 1892 Father Carl G. Feistel (1) died aged 70 years [16]. He is buried at Sunset Prairie Cemetery, Chester Twp., Emerado, Grand Forks County, ND [3]

1894 Robert J. Feistel (8) married Anna NN (17) [15]. Anna is believed to be the same person as Anna May Feistel, mentioned in later sources. Anna was born in Dec 1865 in PA and had German parents [15].

1 Jan 1895 John Everett Myra Jr. (18)  was born to Emma (5) and John (16) Myra.

1895/96 Anna M. Feistel (17) is listed in the North Dakota Land Patents Database (BLM Records) [16]

28 Oct 1896 Andrew Brock (22), born in Clarion Co., PA, on the 3 Jan 1875, residing at Verona, PA, occupation Carpenter, married Annie M. Cruikshank(13), born in Allegheny Co., PA, on the 27 Dec 1879, residing at Verona, PA [21]

11 Apr 1898 Mother Annie Feistel (2) died. She is buried at Sunset Prairie Cemetery, Chester Twp., Emerado, Grand Forks County, ND [3, 4]. The name on the tombstone is Ernestine W., however.

2 Jun 1898 John Everett Myra Jr. (18)  died of diphteria in the age of 3 years. He is buried at Sunset Prairie Cemetery, Chester Twp., Emerado, Grand Forks County, ND [3].

1900 North Dakota Census lists Emma L.(5) and John E. Myra (16) in Chester Twp. together with Susie Feistel (7), perhaps visiting her sister [17]. Emma reports 2 children, none of both surviving (the second child was a daughter [3]). Susie is a school teacher, not married, no children. Susi ist listed again as boarder in Blooming Twp [18]. Robert Feistel (8), farmer, and his wife Annie (17), married since 6 years, no children, are listed in Pleasant View Twp [15].


1901 (exact year not known) Nicholas Hickson (19) married Edith M. Feistel (9).
25 Apr 1902 John Alvin Hickson (20) was born in Fargo, ND, to Nicholas (19) and Edith (9) Hickson.

June 1903 Andrew Brock (22) died, buried Pittsburgh, PA [12, 25]


1908 Robert J. Feistel (8) mentioned in Rolette county, ND, BLM Records 

21 Jan 1909 Annie M. Cruikshank(13), widowed Brock, remarried Cornelius Firmin (22) at Wilkinsburg, Pa [25]. Cornelius was already married before, his first wife had died 29 Jul 1903. He was born 1 Jan 1863 in England, resided at 823 Hutchinson St, Edgewood Pa, his occupation was Ink Mfgr.

1910 North Dakota Census lists Emma (5) and John Myra (16) in Chester Twp. together with Susie Feistel (7) [26]. Emma reports 2 children, none of both surviving. Susie has no children.
13 Nov 1912 Selma Cruikshank (15) married Owen M. Kennedy (21) at Allegheny Co., PA [19]

Own reported that he was born in Beaver, PA on  4 June 1875.  He reported his age to be 37 years, his residence to be Freedom, PA and his occupation to be Dentist [24]


1914 Susan A. Feistel (7) mentioned in Rolette county, ND, BLM Records 


1 Jan 1918 Emma L. Myra (5) died at age 56, buried in Emerado ND [3]. Only her husband John is mentioned as surviving in her death notice. Her birthplace is given as Verona, Pa. [18]

1920 Pennsylvania Census, Beaver Co., lists Owen Kennedy (21), age 44, and Selma Kennedy (15), age 36, no children, at 533 Merchant Street, Ambridge, Beaver Co. [20]

21 Aug 1928 Robert J. Feistel (8) died, buried in Emerado, ND [3]


2 Feb 1937 Susie A. Feistel (7) died, buried in Emerado, ND [3, 14]. She came to North Dakota with her parents, settling in Pleasant View township in 1885. Miss Feistel moved to Emerado after the death of her parents.

She attended school at Grand Forks Central high school, Arvilla academy, Valley City State Normal school and the University.

For 25 years she taught school in Wells, Grand Forks and Rolette counties. Prominent in social and religious circles she had been a member of the Emerado Presbyterian church since 1895, a member of the Civic club and the Rebekah lodge. She was also a member of the Grand Forks W.C.T.U.

At the time of her death she was president of the Presbyterian church Missionary society and was treasurer of the Arvilla academy historical society. Miss Feistel was one of the early advocates of adult education.

Survivors are a sister, Mrs. Edith Hickson and a nephew, Alvin Hickson both of Moose Jaw, Canada; two nieces, Mrs Anna Farum and Mrs Selma Kennedy of Ferentum, Pa. [14]


28 Jul 1939 John Everett Myra (16) died, buried Emerado ND [3]

1947 Anna M. Brock (13) died, buried Pittsburgh, PA [12]

8 Dec 1948 Anna May Feistel (17) died in Coquitlam, British Columbia, buried Mental Health Services Burials (1922-1958) Woodlands School Southwestern MC-149. [22]

10 Mar 1951 Edith M. Hickson (9) died [4].


1 May 1953 Nicholas Hickson (19) died [4]

Aug 1963 Selma Kennedy (15) died [23]

7 Jan 1987 John Alvin Hickson (20) died in Calgary, Alberta [4]. Alvin Hickson had a deep sea sailing certification and had worked with or for the American Coast Guard dealing with the rum runners during the American Prohibition period.
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